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1. SI TE NAME: Canmp Coxconb
SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA027400
LOCATI ON:

Cty: Fr eda
Count y: Ri versi de
St at e: California
PRQIECT NUVBER: JO9CA027401
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 4
ASR RAC. 4
TAG RAC. 4
2. POC' s:

TECHNI CAL MANAGER:

GEO DI STRI CT POC:

Narme: Richard L. Pike Name: Trudy Knutson
O fice: CEHNC OE-DC Ofice: CESPL- PM
Phone: 256-895-1507 Phone: 213-452- 3990

GEO DI VI SI ON POC:

Name: Ant hony L. Mei Name: Mohi nder K. Sai ni
Ofice: CESPD PM R Ofice: CEMP- RF
Phone: 415-977-8247 Phone: 202-761- 1594

HEADQUARTERS PCC:

3.

SUPPORT DI STRI CT (ASR) POC:

ASR REVI EW PCC:

Nane: Ni ckol as Hel eg- G eza Nane: Sal |y Parsons
O fice: CENCR-ED DO Ofice: CEHNGC- ED- SY-T
Phone: 309- 794- 6052 Phone: 205- 895- 1887

SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

The f ormer

Canp Coxconb is generally

| ocated along the west side of California H ghway 177, 24 mles
sout hwest of Freda, California.

The Col orado Ri ver Aqueduct
passes through a portion of the site.
of the site is currently owned by the U S. Departnent of

Approxi mately 8,563 acres
I nterior



and is under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM. Approximately 2,957 acres of the site is owed by the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and various

private parties. In addition, historical records indicate that
approximately 50 mning clai ns have been | ocated on the Canp
Coxconb site. It is not knowmn how many are still valid. Current

| aw requires a record nmai ntenance fee be paid by claimhol ders
and many of theses clains may have | apsed.

Today, the najority of the site is undevel oped, scrub-covered
foothills and is being utilized as a recreational and a wildlife
conservation area. The California Desert Plan has designated the
entire area as Multiple Use Class Mand is in the process of
upgrading the dirt roads to passable conditions. |In addition, a
nmonitoring programwas inplenented to ensure the stability of the
site. Preservation of the site and protection from damage are
the primary concerns of the BLM

4. SI TE H STORY: In March 1942, the War Departnent tasked
General Ceorge S. Patton, Jr., to find a desert training site
that met all the criteria of North Africa. The Desert Training
Center (DTC), also called the California-Arizona Maneuver Area
(CAMA), resulted from General Patton:ss reconnoitering. The
former training area enconpasses approximately 11 mllion acres
within three states.

Canmp Coxconb was one of ten major canps in this vast training
area. The U. S. Governnent, through the War Departnent, used an
inplied transfer of property fromthe Departnment of Interior and
acquired revocable permts fromthe State of California. After
acquiring the aforenentioned property, construction began on Canp
Coxconb in the fall of 1942. The canp was finally conpleted in
the spring 1943.

The purpose of this canp, |like the others in the DITC/ CAMA, was to
train troops, to test anmunition/weapons and supplies in a desert
environnent, and to nake training as realistic as possible by
using |ive ordnance.

The canpsite was constructed with 21 nunbered streets, 1st

t hrough 21st Street, and six named perpendicular to the nunbered
streets. There were nunerous tenporary inprovenents to sustain a
di vi sion-sized unit.

In early 1944, the entire DIC/ CAMA was considered surplus with a
closing date in the spring of 1944. Canp Coxconb, along wth the
ot her canps, had to push hard to neet the deadline for closure.



*Al

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

acreage approxi mate

AREA AAD

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA AB()

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA AC)

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA ADD

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

26*

Headquarters Area (Later

WIldlife Conservation
WIldlife Conservation
Confirned

Practi ce Bonbs

20*

Gar bage Dunp Area

Wl dlife Conservation
Wl dlife Conservation
Pot enti al

Unspeci fi ed

16*

Garbage OE Dunp Area
WIldlife Conservation
WIldlife Conservation
Pot enti al

Artillery (projectile nose plug &
ordnance packi ng materi al

4, 117*

Camp Site Area
WIldlife Conservation
WIldlife Conservation
Uncont am nat ed

bonb target)

found here)



AREA AED

Si ze, Acres: 7, 129*
For mer Use: Surroundi ng Lands Area
Present Use: WIldlife Conservation

Probabl e End Use: Wl dlife Conservation

Ordnance Presence: Portions of Area E - Sections 15, 22,
27, 34 and the east half of Section 21
- are Potential for HE nortars, hand
grenades, 75 MM and 105 MM shel | s.
(See Ceanup Efforts in the Issues and
Concerns for nore information.)

The remai nder of Area E should renmin
| abel ed Uncont am nat ed.

AREA AF(

Si ze, Acres: 42*

For mer Use: Known Di stance (KD) 1000" .45 Cal.
Submachi ne Gun Range (Range 2)

Present Use: Wl dlife Conservation

Probabl e End Use: Wl dlife Conservation
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: HE Mortars, Hand grenades, 75 MM and
105 MM Shel | s

AREA A

Si ze, Acres: 42%

For mer Use: KD 1000" .30 Cal. Machine Gun & Browning
Auto Rifl e Range (Range 3)

Present Use: WIldlife Conservation

Probabl e End Use: Wl dlife Conservation
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: HE Mortars, Hand grenades, 75 MM and
105 MM Shel | s

AREA AH) (Only 55 acres of Area Hlie within the FDE-
est abl i shed FUDS boundari es.)

Si ze, Acres: 155* (100 acres of additional I|ands)

Former Use: KD 100- 200- 300- 500 Yds. .30 Cal. Range
(Range 3)

Present Use: Wl dlife Conservation

Probabl e End Use: Wl dlife Conservation
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: HE Mortars, Hand grenades, 75 MM and
105 MM Shel | s



AREA A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA AJ{

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

(See Issues & Concerns)

21*

Unof ficial D sposal (?)

Wl dlife Conservation

Wl dlife Conservation

Confirmed (by site investigation team
HE Grenade Frag & fuze conponents

52*

Bonb Target Buffer Zone
Wl dlife Conservation
Wl dlife Conservation
Pot enti al

Type: Practi ce Bonbs
6. CURRENT STATUS:. A draft Archive Search Report was conpl eted
by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, in
Sept enber 1996.
7. STRATEGY:
a. EE/CA: Area A (Confirned) Area B (Potential)
Area C (Potential) Area F (Potential)
Area G (Potential) Area H (Potential)
Area | (Confirmed) Area J (Potential)
the portions of Area E which lie in Sections
15, 22, 27, 34 and the east half of Section
21 (potential)
b. NOFA: Area D and the remai nder of Area E.
c. Additional Potential FUDS:

Recommend PM check on the status of

areas or if District
EE/ CA: Area 6
Area 8
Area 9
NOFA: Area 1

Area 5(smal |

| NPRs to be done on these

i ncl uded them under this I NPR

Area 10
Area 11
Area 12

Area 13

arns only & NOT in section

identified as Asurface use onl y()

Area 7



8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS

New RAC Worksheet: A conmbi ned RAC Wrksheet for Areas F,G H, and
the portions of Area E which are potentially contam nated was
conpl eted by CEHNC on 8 Aug 1997.

Cl eanup Efforts: After Canp Coxconb was decl ared surplus, work on
| ocating and di sposi ng of duds was carried out within the
capabilities of the available troops. The ongoing training

requi renents and preparations for troop novenents prevented any
extensive troop use to search for duds. The units were tasked to
restore these areas to their original condition. This m ssion
exceeded the capabilities of the available units and nmany areas
were left Aas isf for the Los Angel es Corps of Engineers District
to clean up. In a Septenber 2, 1949 letter to the BLM the U S
Armmy Corps of Engi neers recomends A hat Sections 15, 22, 27, 34
and the east half of Section 21 (T.3S, R 16E.) be restricted to
surface use only as there is evidence that high explosives were
used on this land.@ The Certificate of C earance issued by the

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, on 8 June
1949, also carries the Asurface use only@ recommendati on and
further identifies the high explosives as Arortar, hand grenade
75 MM and 105 MM shel | s. @

Areas F, G and H were changed from Auncontam nated@ in the ASR
to Aotential@ for HE at the TAG Al though these ranges were
identified as small arns ranges, they lie within Sections which
were recomended for Asurface use only@ due to the evidence that
nortars, hand grenades, 75 MM and 105 MM shells had been used in
t hese areas.

Area E. Sections 15, 22, 27, 34 and the east half of Section 21
in Area E were changed from Auncontam nated@ to Apotential § for
HE. The remai nder of Area E should remain | abel ed

Auncontam nated.§ The Col orado Ri ver Aqueduct runs in and out of
Area E. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
owns a 50-foot right-of-way on either side.

Addi tional Potential FUDS: The ASR Site Team uncovered an

addi tional 3,076 acres which were clearly used during the WA I -
era activity but which were not addressed in the FDE. Although
t hese areas were supposed to have been dedudded, mnmuch ordnance
debris still exists. The ASR reports that the nountains and
draws are littered with pockets of ordnance-rel ated debris.
Table 5-1 of the Findings is re-created on the next two pages.
See also Plate 4 in the Findings.



Area | Apparent Area | Approx. [ Source of CE Remar ks
Usage Acreage | Evi dence Evi dence
1 Range 1 42 Docunent NONE Tower debris and
Infiltration F-1 trenches
Cour se
* *Areas 2,3 and 4 are
Ranges 2-4. They are
FUDS approved by FDE
date 26 Sep 94, see
Plate 3
5 Range 5 42 Document NONE Cartridge cases
Smal | Ar s F-1
6 Range 6 149 Docunent M1 End caps from TNT
Infiltration F-1 Grenade bl ocks, breachi ng charge
Cour se Denolition | debris, electric firing
Mat eri al wire and bl asting cap
debris, grenade
fragnents and small arns
cartridge cases
7 Range 7 Tank 330 Document NONE Tank coaxi al machi ne gun
Machi ne Gun F-1 range, target stands,
smal |l arms cartridge
cases
8 Mount ed and 214 Visual G enade, Foothills scarred
di snount ed I'nspection | hand & w smal | arms, renains of
squad attack rifle, two rock bunkers, rocket
Deno fins, grenade frag &
mat eri al , conponents, small arns
2.36" cartridge cases
rocket ever ywhere
9 Live fire 334 Visual G enade, Foothills scarred
assaul t I'nspection | hand & w smal | arms, concertina
range rifle, Wi re barricades, target
Deno remai ns, rocket
mat eri al , conponents, grenade frag
2. 36" & conponents, 60 & 81MM
rocket, frag & conponents, frag
60MM & from maj or cali ber
81wM artillery, adapter
nortar, booster from a bonb,
artillery, | small arns cartridge
possi bl e cases everywhere
bonb
10 | Tank nmin 569 Visual G enade, Tank firing |anes,
gun table I'nspection | 50 cal. targets on hill side,
unknown if OE is present
on hillsides
11 | Moving tank 400 Visual G enade, Tank tracks
range I'nspection | 50 cal. crisscrossing, UXO sign

post ed, rocks damaged by
maj or cal i ber




12 Assaul t 947 Vi sual Gr enade, Anti-tank ditch

Ranges I'nspection | 50 cal., concertina wire, denp
Deno craters, grenade frag &
mat eri al smal |l arms cartridges
ever ywhere
13 |Rifle 40 Visual Rifle Range within the | evee
gr enade I'nspection | grenade berms, expended rifle
conponents | grenade conponents
TOTAL 3076
Area |: Area I=s proximty to the river aqueduct and the presence
of the foundations of a brick building with clay water pipes and
a bar-b-que grill rule out its intended use as a range. The ASR

SI team proposed the possibility of an unknown person having to
di spose of grenades and using this area as the Arny was | eaving.
The area is accessible to the public and is used by hikers,

bi kers and off-road drivers.

Notification: Site preservation and protection are primry
concerns of the BLM Therefore, they do not want any surface

di sturbance at or restoration of the site. However, if a
condition constitutes a genuine hazard, they would be willing to
accept appropriate restoration activities on the site. The BLM
requested that they be notified of any contenplated activity on
the project site.

Terrain: Flat sandy soil with m nor soil erosion.

Poi sonous Aninals: rattle snakes, black wi dow and brown recl use
spi ders.

Site Access: Recomrend four-wheel -drive vehicl es.

Energenci es: Hospital in Blythe, over 55 mles away, coordinate
with Sheriff=s Dept. and other owners prior to site visit.

Nat ural Resources: There are known Federally- and State-listed
species occurring in the site area. An on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel nay be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of |isted species, or
natural communities. See Table 3-2 in the Findings for a listing
of affected species.

Hi storical/Cultural Resources: The Coxconb Divisional Canp was
nom nated to the National Register of H storic Places in 1977.
Any intrusive nmeasure taken within the area will require
oversight by the State Historical Preservation Ofice (SHPO



and/ or other |ike organizations.
9. SCHEDULE SUWMARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



